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Bio diversity

News and events e

ENVIRONMENTAL
UNDERSTANDING TO ALL

The Biodversity Training Project is a 5 year project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Field Studies Council. Our &neslaace, encourage and

promote biological recording amongst volunteers in Shropshire and the wider region by the proviainmgftd volunteers, recording and community groups

Welcome to the final countdown !
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as we enter into the final year of the Biodiversity Traini ng Project maybe we can reflect on those words, left
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OOw Oi OtUi® Hdder yaur cup of tea? Whichever, we hope that our final year will be full of f un and
inspiration. We look forward to welcoming you onto our training and recording events, as first time
attendees or regulars. You will find our 2010 events list at the back of this newsletter, which | hope you will
enjoy reading. Events book up quickly so please get in touch if you would like to reserve a place.

I would once more like to thank everyone who has contributed so far and thank all volunteers, steering
group members, tutors and helpers who conti nue to make this such a great Project.

If you w ould like further details about the Project, or to book on our events, then please get in touch

Pete Boardmant Biodiversity Training Project Officer
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Improving ski llIs 8 Annie Haz |ehurst writes
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Trust volunteer | needed to know what was going on around me and the BTP seemed to be a good way of
doing that. | think this is important because greater understanding makes for a more effective volunteer.
Year on year my identification skills have improved, and that improvement is due to the goals that | have
set myself and the courses | have attended in order to achievethese goals. The biodiversity courses have
played a very important part in that progress!
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biodiversity programme does acknowledge their value by providing courses to improve their id skills. The
programme achieves this by employing superb tutors and providing interesting and appropriate venues.
On each course | have met people that | have seen on other courses, and not only do | feel that my skills
have improved but it is obvious that theirs have too.
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due to the teaching skills of the tutors and the attitude of the other students. We are all so keen to leam!
I am now a member of a group of Saturday volunteers who are working on Llynclys Common, a Shropshire
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work is starting to pay dividends. In 2009 we submitted plant, butterfly, bird, dragonfly and newt surveys
to the Trust. Interestingly most of the volunteers attend the biodiversity courses. So thank you Pete and
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A partnership in learning

As well as our own courses we are happy to
highlight other courses that our tutors are running.
Ruth Dawes are Mark Duffell are leading a course
on Thursday 15" July looking at the aquatic plants
of the Montgomery Canal, whilst Mark is leading a
trip to explore the flora of Snowdonia and the
Welsh coastline of Anglesey, also in July. These
courses are available through Keele University and
more information can be found at www.keele.ac.uk.
The University of Birmi ngham continue to offer a
great range of quality day courses held at The
Gateway Arts and Education Centre in Shrewsbury
run by Sarah Whild and a variety of other tutors.
Further details can be found by contacting Linda
Marsh on 01743 355137 or through tke University of
Birmingham biosciences department webpage at
www.biosciences.bham.ac.uk
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Not just what is advertised?

As well as the events listed at the back ofthis newsletter
the Project has run, or funded a number of other
courses each year in association with recording groups
and community groups. During 2009 we helped out
with funding for Fiona Gomersall and Tess Pearson to
deliver plant identification train ing to volunteers in the
Upper Clun area of south Shropshire. Similarly Leo
Smith led several bird identification courses in the same
area, targeting Lapwing and Curlew distribution,
amongst other projects. | was able to work with the
Ironbridge Green Gym to examine some of the green

A Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressanakes an appearance

during Kat Parkes dragonfly identification day for the Whitchurch spaces in which they regularly work to improve the
environment whilst Kat Parkes led a dragonfly event
for the Whitchurch Water Vole Group.

Water Vole Group (Malcolm Monie )
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0 So wrote Guy Garvey from Elbow in what
was probably one of the best pop songsfrom
2008. | could apply the same sentiment to the
event that John Handley ran in 2009 at Alveley
Country Park near Bridgnorth ¢ where |
witnessed volunteers working together to tackle
the identification of the bounteous botany of the
site. Many of the attendees were beginners or
had only just started to look at plants at the start
of the Project. Some joined midway through,
whilst others were new to botany and the
Project. During the day the different ability
levels drifted into groups where beginners were
accompanied by mentors and overseen by John.
It was fantastic to watch and see how far some
volunteers had come with their botanical skills
in the past couple of years. This is of course
testament to their hard work and persistance. Photo: Volunteers assess the botany of Alveley Country Park near
?so throw those curtains wide one day a year like el NGEEIEEETYEY)

this will see me right! w w

) Supported by /\ Biodiversity Training Project, Field Studies Council
1 ® . Preston Montford, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbur y, Shropshire
é“ The Nat!onal Lottery heritage SY4 1DX Tel: 01743 852100 Fax: 01743 852101
through the Heritage Lottery Fund lottery fund

Email: pete@field-studies-council.org

3



