FSC

FLATFORD MILL

IDENTIFYING FRESHWATER SNAILS
Friday 8 – Sunday 10 October 2010

A course led by Adrian Chalkley

COURSE DETAILS
Almost 50 species of univalve molluscs or snails live in UK fresh and brackish waters.  This course is designed for countryside professionals and amateur naturalists interested in learning more about these important members of aquatic ecosystems.

Field excursions, illustrated talks and workshop sessions will provide information and practical experience in collecting, identifying and preserving water snails.  Identification sessions to species level will be backed up with a collection of voucher specimens and photographic reference material.  Up to date keys and reference data on species habitat and conservation importance will be provided for future use.  This course concentrates on the use of the snail shells and shape differences as identification features.  Prior knowledge of terminology is not required.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING
Although all collecting equipment is provided many students prefer to bring personal items, such as a 10x or 20x hand lens for field use, a pencil and notebook.  For field visits to aquatic sites Wellington boots will be needed to work in the water.  Health and safety equipment will be available from the Centre but you may wish to bring a personal pair of household rubber gloves and a bottle of alcohol based hand gel (from most chemists).  Further health and safety information is available before the course on the tutor’s website.  You may keep your own identified specimens but will need to bring your own tubes or other containers.  You may also wish to bring a memory stick for a copy of course notes and species data lists.  (Word and Excel format)
RECOMMENDED READING 
Most general texts on pond and river life will have some information on freshwater snails.  The Field Studies Council will be publishing a very useful new key; however no publication date is set at present. 

The previous standard text was:

T. T. Macan
A Key to the British Fresh- and Brackish-Water Gastropods   
The Freshwater Biological Association 
Scientific Publication SP13 

This may be available as a facsimile from their website but is still the 1977 4th edition and is somewhat out of date now. 
An unpublished but updated version of this will key be available for use on the course. 
ACCREDITATION
This is one of a series of courses run jointly with the University of Birmingham School of Biosciences.  It offers an assessment of your learning, either by identification tests, producing survey reports and field journals, working through keys or other various pieces of work.  Credits from these assessments contribute towards the University Certificate in Biological Recording and Species Identification.  You may choose to join this accreditation scheme or not, as you wish.  Anyone wishing to find out more about the scheme should contact Linda Marsh at The Gateway Education and Arts Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1NB, telephone 01743 355137.
TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars - the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car for course excursions can be reimbursed for petrol costs.  

TIMES
Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Friday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).  

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.

Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Sunday.

TUTOR
Adrian Chalkley has been studying pond and river life for the last 40 years and having taught for 34 years now works as a freelance aquatic surveyor.  He has been the Suffolk recorder for freshwater invertebrates for the last 25 years.  During this time he has been building up the database of Suffolk freshwater species.  A long standing member of the Freshwater Biological Association, he is a contributor to the various national recording schemes in this field.  His particular freshwater interests are the Water Fleas, Beetles, Mayflies, Caddis Flies, Aquatic Bugs, Molluscs and Leeches.  If you wish to contact him prior to coming on the course you can email him at: tutor@boxvalley.co.uk
COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED
Resident:
£214 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you hare happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £194.

Non-resident:
£149 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  

BOOKING PROCEDURES
Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010.
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