FSC

FLATFORD MILL

INTRODUCING BIRD RINGING

Friday 9 - Sunday 11 July 2010
and

Friday 3 – Sunday 5 September 2010
Led by British Trust for Ornithology Trainers

COURSE DETAILS

Ringing is an important method for monitoring bird populations and movements and provides data of great value to conservation.  Since it involves trapping and handling live birds, it requires extensive training under the careful guidance of licensed British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) trainers.  Most ringing is carried out by people in their own time as an extension of an existing interest in birds.  They enjoy the challenges of learning new skills and appreciate the long-term value of the data they are helping to collect.  

The BTO is keen to encourage new recruits to join the ringing scheme, but recognises that some may appreciate a 'taster' of what is involved, before making a commitment to work alongside a trainer for a two to three year period or more.  These weekends are therefore an opportunity for anyone who is actively considering taking up ringing to learn some of the principles of the ringing scheme and to gain some first-hand experience of ringing techniques and handling live birds.  

You will be given a general overview of the scheme as a whole and how it fits into the overall BTO strategy of ‘Integrated Population Monitoring’.  You will also be given a step-by-step introduction to 'processing' live birds - handling them safely, securing rings, identifying species, noting gender and age and taking simple measurements.  You will be watching at first, but soon having hands-on experience as appropriate, appreciating that the most important caveat for any ringer is 'the welfare of the bird always comes first'.  

Weather permitting, we intend to demonstrate ringing mainly at Flatford Mill, but may also visit Landguard Bird Observatory on the Suffolk coast if conditions are more appropriate there.  If at the end of the weekend you feel that you would like to take things further (and we can validate your basic competence), the BTO website can be used to help you search for a suitable Trainer in your area.

Since the course involves handling live birds, the weekend is run by experienced BTO trainers and BTO staff.  The course is limited to twelve places.  There will be four or five ‘trainers’ looking after two or three people at a time, taking turns to 'do' and 'watch'.  

Please be aware that this course is specifically designed by BTO and FSC for people who are not yet formally part of the BTO Ringing Scheme and have not attended this type of course before.

Due to the very high demand for places, if you book on the course and then subsequently acquire a BTO ‘Trainee’ Permit, you will unfortunately no longer qualify for a place.  All monies paid will be refunded.

Please note that the same course is being run over two separate weekends.  They are not linked together.
EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING
We will supply all relevant ringing equipment, but please bring with you outdoor and weatherproof clothing, in natural colours please – no bright reds and yellows!  You will need some stout outdoor shoes or boots as well, plus sun hats and sunscreen.  Don’t forget your lunchbox and thermos flask/water bottle.

TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus and the cost of this is covered by the course fee.

TIMES   
The course starts promptly at 1400 on Friday.  Please therefore arrive after 1200 and no later than 1330 and bring a picnic lunch with you if you wish.  The course ends at 1400 on Sunday.
TRAINERS
Your trainers have been working together on these courses for the past six years.  The team includes Jacquie Clark and Jez Blackburn (BTO staff); John Wint, Steve Piotrowski, Cyril Burton and Edward Jackson (BTO trainers); Janette Troop and Maureen Gibson (Flatford Mill ringing group). 
COURSE FEES AND WHAT’S INCLUDED
Resident:
£226 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £206.

Non-resident:
£158 - includes tuition, picnic lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  
BOOKING PROCEDURE
Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010.
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