FSC

FLATFORD MILL

IDENTIFYING FUNGI

Friday 1 - Sunday 3 October 2010
A course led by Geoffrey Kibby 

COURSE DETAILS

This course is designed for those who probably have some existing field knowledge of fungi, but perhaps little experience in identifying them using the various styles of key which are now widely available.  We will examine the major families of fungi and their key characters and look closely at collecting and recording techniques.  There will be some work with microscopes to teach the basic elements mentioned in modern field guides.  Much of the learning will, however, be at firsthand, where textures, colours, smells and ecology will all be studied in the field.  By the end of the course participants should have a better understanding of how to approach identification and of fungal ecology.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING

· A notebook and pens/pencils

· A X10 hand-lens obtainable from many good opticians and optical stores

· Collecting boxes/basket (used margarine cartons, film canisters, take-away boxes or portable tool boxes are all useful here).

· Or: Waxed paper or aluminium foil for wrapping and separating specimens in the field (an alternative to the boxes mentioned above).

· Knife

· Please bring suitable outdoor clothing and footwear in case it is wet, although these are available for hire from the Centre if necessary.

· A flask for hot/cold drinks

Suggested reading:

· Mushrooms by Roger Phillips (Macmillan) 2006, widely available.

· Mushrooms and Toadstools of Britain and Europe by Courtecuisse & Duhem (Collins) 1995.  (Out of print, but worth searching for.)
· Complete British Mushrooms and Toadstools by Paul Sterry (Collins)
· Any other books you may have on fungi

Many other more specialist books and keys will be available for use during the course.

TRANSPORT

Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars and the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car for course excursions can be reimbursed for fuel costs.   

TIMES

Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Friday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).  

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.
Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Sunday.

TUTOR

Geoffrey Kibby has studied fungi for 40 years in Britain, North America and the tropics.  He is the senior editor of the international mycological journal Field Mycology and the author of many books, identification keys and articles on the subject.  He is a past president of the New Jersey Mycological Association and a long-term member of the British Mycological Society.  He is a popular teacher and lecturer on mycology throughout this country and North America.  His wealth of experience and knowledge is now passed on to you in this extremely informative and enjoyable course.

COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED

Resident:
£214 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £194.

Non-resident:
£149 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  

BOOKING PROCEDURES

Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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