FSC

FLATFORD MILL

IDENTIFYING LICHENS:

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL WORKSHOP
Friday 10 – Sunday 12 September 2010
Course led by John Skinner 

COURSE DETAILS
This course is intended to build upon John’s popular ‘Identifying Lichens’ course although it is not necessary to have attended this as long as one has a basic understanding of lichen terms.  We will be using both compound (high power) and stereo microscopes in lichen identification and participants will learn some basic techniques as well as being gently led towards using published keys such as those in the new ‘Lichens of Great Britain and Ireland’ (2009).

There will be field excursions on both days to see how field recording is done and how to undertake sensible collecting for identification purposes.  The course will be supplemented by illustrated talks and we will briefly look at some printed and web resources.
It should be emphasised that this is a course concentrating on techniques, applying them to common lichens.  We will not be searching out rare species of lichens.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING
· A x10 magnification hand-lens.  Your local optical supplier may be able to help you with this.  (We have x12 wide view lenses, which can be borrowed from the Centre if you do not bring your own.)

· Small plastic bags and/or boxes, or envelopes are needed for storing specimens to take home.  It is important that the packets can be written onto
· A strong non-folding knife to scrape lichens off substrates
· A small pair of secateurs is useful (but not essential) for gathering specimens of twig lichens causing minimal damage

· It is essential to bring suitable outdoor clothes and footwear.  It is particularly important that you bring really warm clothing as lichenology involves a certain amount of standing still while examining habitats and Essex in early spring and autumn can be cold!  Wellingtons or walking boots are both suitable footwear.
Stereo and compound microscopes are available at the Centre and simple chemical reagents will be provided.  Participants are welcome to bring their own compound microscopes if they wish.  The Centre is secure but participants are advised to see if their house contents insurance covers their possessions in this situation and, if not, to arrange temporary cover.
RECOMMENDED READING

The following books and website are useful and can be recommended although they are not essential as handouts are provided:
Lichens:  An Illustrated Guide to the British and Irish Species  5th edition (2005) by Frank S Dobson, Richmond Publishing Co.   
The Lichens of Great Britain and Ireland (2009).  British Lichen Society.
Essential for serious study but the course may be experienced without it.
The British Lichen Society Website www.theBLS.org.uk has useful information and links.
A fuller list can be provided on request.
TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of the Centre minibus and the cost of this is included in the course fee.   

TIMES
Afternoon tea is available from 1600, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).   

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.

Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.   

The course will end at 1600 on Sunday.

TUTOR

John Skinner has been studying lichens for thirty years.  He works at Southend-on-Sea Museum and has made special studies of lichens in Essex.  He has been leading successful courses at Flatford Mill for several years.

COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED
Resident:
£214 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £194.

Non-resident:
£149 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.   
BOOKING PROCEDURES
Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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