FSC

FLATFORD MILL

IDENTIFYING SPIDERS

Friday 3 – Monday 6 September 2010
A course led by Paul Lee

COURSE DETAILS
This course is designed for general naturalists, teachers, countryside managers, wardens and rangers interested in learning more about this important and often maligned group of invertebrates.  The course will be flexible enough to enable participants to develop their identification skills further, whether they are complete novices or already have some experience of the group.  Brief lectures and illustrated talks will provide an overview of spider ecology and diversity.

Fieldwork sessions in several local habitats will introduce a range of techniques for finding and collecting spiders.  Whenever possible the skills of field identification of live animals will be developed but the collection and killing of specimens for later identification will be necessary.  Laboratory workshops will enable participants to practise identification skills, especially of the more difficult species, and to gain experience in the preparation of voucher specimens.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING
As the course involves field visits you will need a Thermos, lunchbox, waterproof clothing and stout shoes or boots.

Although the basics will be available at the Centre please bring any personal collection equipment you have, including nets and tubes for carrying specimens.  A pencil and notebook and a good 10x or 20x handlens are essential for field identification.
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ACCREDITATION
This is one of a series of courses run jointly with the University of Birmingham School of Biosciences.  It offers an assessment of your learning, either by identification tests, producing survey reports and field journals, working through keys or other various pieces of work.  Credits from these assessments contribute towards the University Certificate in Biological Recording and Species Identification.  You may choose to join this accreditation scheme or not, as you wish.  Anyone wishing to find out more about the scheme should contact Linda Marsh at The Gateway Education and Arts Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1NB, telephone 01743 355137.

TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars - the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car for course excursions can be reimbursed for fuel costs.  

TIMES
Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Friday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).  
Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.
Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Monday.
TUTOR
Paul Lee is an experienced adult education tutor and an independent ecological consultant specialising in invertebrate ecology and conservation.  He has been involved in the recording of invertebrate distributions since 1979 and is one of the contributing authors of the national distribution atlas of the spider fauna of Britain.  He is a member of the national organising committee and the Suffolk Area Organiser for the Spider Recording Scheme and a council member of the British Arachnological Society.

COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED
Resident:
£314 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £284.

Non-resident:
£221 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  
BOOKING PROCEDURES
Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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