BOOKING PROCEDURES
Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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Web site:  www.field-studies-council.org

Office hours:  0930 - 1700          Voicemail is available at other times.

IDENTIFYING

MOSSES AND LIVERWORTS

Monday 25 – Wednesday 27 October 2010
A course led by Robin Stevenson

COURSE DETAILS
Britain has an extremely rich flora of mosses and liverworts, many of which are now legally protected.  They are also important in the classification of many types of vegetation.  It is thus increasingly useful to be able to identify these plants accurately.

This course aims to help both amateurs and professionals who want to extend their knowledge of bryophytes, as they are collectively known.  By the end of the weekend you should be able to tackle their identification with some confidence.

On Monday there will be an introductory talk to give an overview of the     group and their importance in relation to the classification of vegetation and conservation, as well as presenting the basic principles of identification.  Features of importance in separating specimens into the main taxonomic groupings will be noted.

On Tuesday morning there will be a field excursion to explore some local habitats.  The day's finds will be examined in the afternoon and evening back at the Centre, using dissecting and high power microscopes.  This time will also be used for exploring areas of difficulty, and introducing appropriate techniques.  Full instruction on the use of keys and equipment will be given, so that you can gain maximum benefit from your individual work.  There will also be an opportunity to examine specimens of some key genera that are not available locally, e.g. Sphagnum.

Wednesday morning will be used to undertake some more fieldwork locally, and, if time allows, continuing working in the laboratory, improving identification skills.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING
· A x10, x15 or x20 magnification hand-lens.  Your local optical supplier may be able to help you with this.  (We have x12 wide view lenses, which can be borrowed from the Centre if you do not bring your own.)


· A good supply of used envelopes or sheets of strong paper, which do not disintegrate when wet, for making into specimen packets, and a shoulder bag (or capacious pockets) to put these into when full.

· A penknife would also be useful – and some pencils for labelling specimens in the field.

· A couple of pairs of fine forceps are the only tools necessary.  (We can also provide these during the course if required.) 

· Please bring suitable outdoor clothing and footwear in case it is wet, although these are available for hire from the Centre if necessary.

If possible bring a copy of the following text:  

· British Mosses and Liverworts – a Field Guide, (eds I Atherton, M Lawley, S Bosanquet), BBS
You may find these other books useful as well:
· British Mosses and Liverworts by E V Watson, third edition, 1981, Cambridge University Press.  
· The Moss Flora of Britain and Ireland by A J E Smith, 2004, CUP (second edition)
· The Liverwort Flora of the British Isles by J Paton, 1999, Harley Books
· The Liverworts of Britain and Ireland by A J E Smith, 1990, CUP
TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars and the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car for course excursions can be reimbursed for fuel costs.  
TIMES
Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Monday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1830 (with the bar open from 1815!).  

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.

Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Wednesday.

TUTOR
Robin Stevenson was a teacher. He lives in Norfolk and has an extensive knowledge of the region’s moss flora.  He now works as a consultant, specialising in bryophytes.  Robin has taught many successful courses for us at Flatford Mill.
COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED
Resident:
£214 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £194.

Non-resident:
£149 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  
FSC is a registered charity number 313364
Course ref:  10.437
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