FSC

FLATFORD MILL

DOCKS AND GOOSEFOOTS:

IDENTIFYING THE POLYGONACEAE AND CHENOPODIACAE
Friday 27 – Sunday 29 August 2010
A course led by Ros Bennett
COURSE DETAILS

Despite being described variously as ‘ugly, boring, impossible to eradicate and even more impossible to identify’, these two families of archetypal ‘weeds’ cannot be ignored.  And, with a little time and effort you will soon find, as with all flowers, that they are by no means ugly and boring.  In many ways some of them are architecturally exquisite and all are intriguing.

They may be difficult to eradicate but many of them are not as difficult to identify as one first fears.  Some are however, and this provides a worthwhile challenge in some of the most rewarding and yet common habitats in the country.  Our two principal habitats will be the shingle beaches and mudflats of the coast and the edges of arable fields, both of which are wonderful sites to explore in late summer.

Many country walks skirt the edges of cornfields and at the onset of harvest those puzzling weeds that had confused us all through the early part of summer, gradually become distinctive as their flowers and fruits take shape, notably the goosefoots, knotweeds, bistorts and docks.  The best representatives of the salt marshes are members of the Chenopodiaceae, with such evocative names as seablite, poor man’s asparagus and shore orache.

Some of our time will be spent in the classroom at the Mill where the low power microscope will undoubtedly aid identification.  But most of the weekend will be spent around the field borders and shorelines along the local estuaries, getting to grips with these families.  Just a little focussed time studying these apparently dull weeds of equally dull waste land will open up a whole new fascinating and rewarding area of field botany.
EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING 
Please bring the following with you if you can:
· A x10 magnification hand lens (available on the course, approximately £5)

· Two pairs of fine pointed forceps and/or two mounted needles

If you don’t have these items, they may be borrowed from the Centre.

RECOMMENDED BOOKS

· New Flora of the British Isles by Stace (CUP)

· Excursion Flora  by Clapham, Tutin and Warburg (OUP)

· A picture guide such as The Wild Flower Key by Francis Rose and Claire O’Reilley &/or The Wild Flowers of Britain and Northern Europe by Fitter, Fitter and Blamey 
*Copies of these books are available on loan at the Centre.
ACCREDITATION
This is one of a series of courses run jointly with the University of Birmingham School of Biosciences.  It offers an assessment of your learning, either by identification tests, producing survey reports and field journals, working through keys or other various pieces of work.  Credits from these assessments contribute towards the University Certificate in Biological Recording and Species Identification.  You may choose to join this accreditation scheme or not, as you wish.  It is not a requirement for attending this course.  Anyone wishing to find out more about the scheme should contact Linda Marsh at The Gateway Education and Arts Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1NB, telephone 01743 355137.

TRANSPORT
Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars - the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car if requested for course excursions can be reimbursed for petrol costs.  

TIMES
Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Friday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).  

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.

Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Sunday.

TUTOR
Ros Bennett is a botanist and ecologist.  She was formerly a full time tutor at Flatford Mill and then organiser and leader of courses for FSC Overseas.  She has written books on flowers and has taught courses on wild flowers to all age groups.
COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED

Resident:
£224 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £204.
Non-resident:
£159 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  
BOOKING PROCEDURES

Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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