
The Field Studies Council (FSC) is an environmental education charity committed to 
helping people explore, understand and be inspired by the natural world. Each year over 
100,000 people experience the FSC through visits to our network of 17 Centres 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

Slapton Ley Field Centre 
Sands Road 

Slapton 
Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 2QP 

Phone: 01548 580466 
Fax: 01548 580123 

enquiries.sl@field-studies-council.org 
 

Office hours: 08:30 – 17:00  
Monday – Friday with an answer phone facility at other times. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Exploring The Rocky Shore 
 

Wednesday 8 – Saturday 11 September 2010 
Led by Jo Corke  
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Overview of the course 
The Rocky Shore is a very special place and in South Devon there is much more to see in the area ‘Between the Tides’ than just 
seaweeds and shellfish. 
 
This course is for those who want to look more closely at this habitat and all the plants and animals that live there. You may 
consider yourself a beginner or you may already be familiar with some of the plant and animal communities on the rocky shore. You 
may have responsibility for a rocky shore habitat and want to improve your identification skills, or you may simply enjoy the shore 
and want to find out more about the plants and animals that manage to live ‘Between the Tides’. Whatever your goals, we can help 
you to achieve them.  
 
The course is based on visiting shores in the area. Fieldwork will include identification and comparison of habitat types with 
observations on the effect of exposure to the sun, wind and waves. The field sessions will be complemented by indoor sessions 
using keys and microscopic examination. 
 
The course is based on visiting shores in the area.  Fieldwork will include identification and comparison of habitat types with 
observations on the effect of exposure to the sun, wind and waves.  The field sessions will be complemented by indoor sessions 
using keys and microscopic examination. 
 

Provisional Programme   
The programme will be flexible to take advantage of the tides and weather conditions. 
Wednesday Evening – Introduction to the seaweeds and shore invertebrates of the South Hams area.  Finding out what we already 
know, and what we want to get from the weekend. 
Thursday – A field excursion to a sheltered rocky shore to observe and collect (Packed lunch provided).  Individual and group work 
on identification and interpretation, and the natural history of the animals and seaweeds. 
Friday – A field excursion to an exposed rocky shore to consolidate identification skills and compare habitats and communities. 
(Packed lunch provided).  Final lab session in the evening.  
Saturday - Leaving the Centre after Breakfast. 

 

About the centre 
Located on the southern tip of the Devon coast, the Centre is surrounded by the 200 hectare Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve. 
Owned by the Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust and managed by the Centre, the Ley is the largest freshwater lake in the south 
west and is extensively used in the courses at Slapton. The surrounding coastline and nearby Dartmoor National Park provides 
unrivalled opportunities for field courses. 

 

 
 

About the tutor 
Jo Corke is an enthusiastic lecturer who organised fieldwork at Slapton with her students from the University of the West of England 
for several years, and this course reflects her continuing  interest in the communities of the rocky shores. 

 
Course fees 
 Sole occupancy Room:  £300 

 Shared accommodation:  £270 

 Non-resident:   £200 

 

http://www.slnnr.org.uk/
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What is included within the fee? 
 Up to 10 hours of tuition a day 

 Full board accommodation including a cooked breakfast, picnic lunch, home made cakes and an evening meal. Vegetarian and 
other dietary options are available 

 Tea and coffee making facilities available throughout the day 

 Use of resources including library, workrooms, studios and the Centre grounds 

 Centre organised transport during the course (other than boat trips) and most admission fees 
 
Non-resident course fees include all of the above except breakfast and accommodation. 
 

Equipment and what to bring 
 Hand lens, if you have one. (The Centre sometimes sells them.) 

 Notebook 

 Lunch box and thermos 

 Wellingtons or walking boots 

 Waterproofs and appropriate warm clothing 

 A camera with flash for keen photographers 

 The Centre has microscopes, but if you wish to bring your own then please do so. 
 
Waterproofs and wellies can be hired at the centre 

 

Books 
If you like books………….. 
Bring your favourite seashore book – whatever it is! 
 
Also useful, which we will provide for your use………… 
 
Barrett, J. &Younge, C. (1958 and often reprinted) Collins Pocket Guide to the Seashore. Collins. 
 
Campbell, A. 1976 (and often reprinted) The Hamlyn Guide to the Seashore and Shallow Sea of the British Isles. 
 
Hiscock, S. Field Guides to the British Red and Brown Seaweeds. FSC 
 
Hayward,P.J. & Ryland, J.S. 2003 Handbook of the Marine Fauna of North-West Europe. OUP 
 
The Natural History Museum is producing a series on Seaweeds of the British Isles.  The titles published so far will be available for 
use on the course. 
 

Start and finish times 
Resident visitors are requested to arrive on Wednesday 8

th
 August at the office reception for registration before 5.30pm. After this 

time self-directed arrival information will be posted on the front door. There will be an introductory talk with the Head of Centre at 
6.00 pm. Supper will be between 6.30pm and 7.30pm. Breakfast will be from 7.30am.  The course will end after supper on Friday 
10

th 
September with departure after breakfast on Saturday 11

th
. 

 
Transport will be available to pick up from Totnes station at 2.15pm and 4.00pm.  A return journey will be available at 9am or 4pm 
on day of departure. The total cost of this is £15 per participant. 
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Directions to the centre 
The Field Centre is located between Kingsbridge, Dartmouth and Totnes and is about 20 minutes from each. 

 Totnes Station is on the South West Main Line. 

 Under 3 hours direct to London Paddington. 

 Under 3 hours direct to Birmingham New Street. 

 A pick up from the train station can be arranged, please contact the Centre for more details.  
 

 
 

Booking procedure 
Provisional bookings can be made by telephoning the centre or by completing the online form on the FSC website: www.field-
studies-council.org 
 
You will then be asked to complete a booking form, located within the relevant brochure or available to print off from the FSC 
website. 
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