FSC

FLATFORD MILL

INTRODUCING BEEKEEPING
Friday 4 - Sunday 6 June 2010

Friday 18 – Sunday 20 June 2010
Courses led by Drs Julia Pigott and Martin Hoggard
COURSE DETAILS
This practical weekend course is intended for those considering keeping honeybees, or complete novices.  We shall look at the place of bees in the natural environment and what the hobby of beekeeping has to offer.  The bulk of the weekend will be spent looking at and choosing the equipment required to start keeping honeybees, studying what is happening in the hive and learning how to site, start and care for a small apiary.  We shall discover the basics of processing honey and bees’ wax and taste different honeys.  

By the end of the course participants should know whether the hobby interests them and have enough knowledge to start keeping a couple of hives.  Information on how to develop beekeeping skills and where to obtain help and support as a new beekeeper will be available.

EQUIPMENT AND THINGS TO BRING

Please bring wellies.  If you have a bee suit, veil and a hive tool please bring them.  If you have beekeeper’s gloves please bring them as well; if you don’t already have them, then a good quality pair of household rubber gloves that fit well will be fine.

Wear clothes that you don’t mind getting a bit dirty:  handling beehives and honey is inevitably a slightly sticky business!  It gets warm inside a bee suit so light clothing is most comfortable.

Julia is happy to pass on notes and power point talks etc.  If you have a memory stick (1Gb) please bring that, or a blank CDrom.
We aim to bring different beehives, bee suits, and equipment for you to look at and a range of books; you may prefer to purchase equipment after the course when you have had the opportunity to see items and decide what would suit you best.  The notes and pictures will provide you with a basic ‘textbook’.
RECOMMENDED BOOKS

If you want to buy a book on beekeeping, the most commonly recommended text is

Guide to Bees and Honey

byTed Hooper
ISBN 13:  9781904846246







ISBN 10:  1904846246

USEFUL WEBSITES

Google ‘beekeeping’ – infinite information

www.britishbee.org.uk
www.thorne.co.uk
this and Thorne’s catalogue provide lots of information but there are lots of other suppliers

www.ibra.org.uk

this is an interesting scientific site

Defra UK websites have information on honeybee diseases

You can contact Julia via ‘contact us’ on  www.kendalbeekeepers.org.uk
TUTORS   
Julia is treasurer of Kendal and South Westmorland Beekeepers’ Association and runs their website; she has kept bees for over 20 years.  She lectures nationally and works to interest children and adults in the importance of bees in the environment.  Her husband, Martin Hoggard, is also an active beekeeper.  They manage a bee reserve with a small teaching apiary and run beekeeping courses in Cumbria.

TRANSPORT 

Any excursions will make use of either the Centre minibus or private cars - the cost of this is included in the course fee.  Anyone who kindly uses their car for course excursions can be reimbursed for fuel costs.  

TIMES

Afternoon tea is available from 1600 on Friday, but the first formal activity is dinner at 1900 (with the bar open from 1845!).  

Residents:  
Please aim to arrive between 1600 and 1800 to allow us sufficient time to show you to your accommodation and around the communal areas.

Non-residents:
You do not need to arrive quite so early but please can you be here by 1800 as we need to show you the communal areas as well.  

The course will end at 1600 on Sunday.

COURSE FEES AND WHAT'S INCLUDED

Resident:
£208 - includes tuition, any transport on the course, full board accommodation AND a sole occupancy supplement of £10 per night.  If you are happy to share a room, we will deduct the supplement to give a fee of £188.

Non-resident:
£145 - includes tuition, packed lunches, evening meals and any transport during the course.  

BOOKING PROCEDURES

Please make provisional bookings by telephoning, faxing or e-mailing the Centre.  If the course is full and we are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, we will enter your name on a waiting list and inform you if a place becomes available.

If you have not already done so, please complete a booking form and return it to the Centre to confirm your booking.  Provisional bookings will be held for 7 days.  Please note carefully the booking information and conditions at the back of our brochure FSC Courses 2010 or visit our website at:

www.field-studies-council.org/leisurelearning/bookinginformation
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Telephone:  0845 330 7368 (local rate call)
Fax:  01206 298892

E-mail:  enquiries.fm@field-studies-council.org

   
 
Web site:  www.field-studies-council.org

Office hours:  0930 - 1700          Voicemail is available at other times.
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