
The Field Studies Council (FSC) is an environmental education charity committed to 
helping people explore, understand and be inspired by the natural world. Each year over 
100,000 people experience the FSC through visits to our network of 17 Centres 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

Slapton Ley Field Centre 
Sands Road 

Slapton 
Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 2QP 

Phone: 01548 580466 
Fax: 01548 580123 

enquiries.sl@field-studies-council.org 
 

Office hours: 08:30 – 17:00  
Monday – Friday with an answer phone facility at other times. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Lichens and Lichenicolous Fungi 
 

Monday 23 – Friday 27 August 2010 
Led by David Hawksworth 
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Overview of the course 
This course is designed to introduce participants to a wide range of lichens, and also the fungi that grow on them. South Devon is an 
ideal place to do this because of the number of species of lichens that live there and also their luxuriance in the relatively clean 
Devonshire air. It is the richest county for lichens in England, with some 900 species recorded, and these support around 150 other 
fungi of which quite a number have been described as new to science from the region. 
 
The course comprises visits to different habitats, from deciduous woodlands and lakeside fringes at Slapton to the maritime schists 
of Start Point, and the granite uplands of Dartmoor. All these have different assemblages of lichens and so provide an excellent way 
to learn about them. 
 
Weather permitting, excursions will be made in the mornings, so that there is ample time to study collections in the laboratory and 
gain familiarity with the use of identification keys. The keys will include draft copies of one yet to be published dealing with over 500 
fungi growing on lichens in the UK and the Iberian Peninsula. There will also be PowerPoint presentations on different groups of 
lichens and their associated fungi, and participants are encouraged to bring along unidentified specimens (ideally with microscopic 
details already noted) they have collected for identification. 
 
The course will be best suited for those with some prior knowledge of common lichens who wish to learn more, but no previous 
knowledge of lichenicolous fungi will be assumed. Numbers on the course will be restricted so that individual attention can be 
assured. Participants will be able prepare reference specimens of frequent species, and rarer species not to be collected will be 
pointed out. Macro-photography will, however, be encouraged. 
 
David has been running courses or visiting Slapton for fieldwork since 1969, and has worked and published extensively on the area's 
lichens as well as recording all kinds of fungi in the Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve from which over 2500 fungi are now known 
– the second highest total for any site in the world! 
 
It is a most attractive area to undertake fieldwork, with stupendous views and natural history, and also with charming villages and 
welcoming inns. Those who have come on his courses often talk about them fondly for years afterwards, and several have become 
leading British field lichenologists. 
 

Provisional Programme   
Subject to weather conditions and other unforeseen factors that may necessitate changes in places or timings. 
 
Monday  Introduction 
  After dinner, a presentation on lichens, their nature, identification,  
  classification, biology, and associated fungi. This will be followed by 
  a discussion on what participants want from the course. 
 
Tuesday  Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve and Slapton Village 
  A morning walk around parts of the Reserve to examine lichens on deciduous  
  trees fringing the Lower Ley and also occurring on willows; several species 

of lichens and lichenicolous fungi have been described as new to science  
from this area. After returning to the Field Centre for lunch and laboratory work, a  
late afternoon walk around Slapton Village studying lichens on ancient walls  
and in the churchyard. After dinner, a presentation on aspects of the ecology  
of lichens on trees, with an introduction to the ascomycete fungi occurring on 
lichens, and then more time in the laboratory. 

 
Wednesday Dartmoor: New Bridge, Sharp Tor, and Buckland -in-the-Moor 
  New Bridge is one of the best sites for freshwater lichens in Devon, and has 
  clear zonation patterns on the riverside rocks. Sharp Tor is representative of  
  many granite outcrops in the area with rich lichen communities very different 
  from those seen at Slapton, and roadside Lobaria communities are a feature of 
  Buckland-in-the-Moor. Lunch at one of the last two sites, and then back to  
  Slapton, perhaps after a Devonshire Cream Tea and visit to a fine second-hand  
  bookshop in Ashburton! After dinner, a presentation on aspects of the ecology 

of lichens on rocks, with an introduction to the conidial fungi occurring on 
lichens, and then more time in the laboratory. 
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Thursday Start Point 
  One of the two most southerly promontories on the British mainland,  
  lighthouse-tipped, with schistose cliffs rising steeply from the sea, and also  
  areas of raised beach facilitating access to the tidal zones. The lichen zonation  
  here is well-seen, and around 300 lichens are known from this part of the 

Devon coast. Lunch with sea views and excellent bird watching opportunities  
is envisaged before returning to the laboratory early in the afternoon. 
After dinner, an introduction on how to proceed in the identification of difficult  
lichens and lichenicolous fungi, and also hints as what to do next with any  
remaining unidentified collections participants brought with them,  
and then even more time in the laboratory– at least until the Tower Inn beckons. 

 
Friday  Departure 
  After breakfast, but suggestions as to other sites in the area worth a visit can  
  be given for those with time to spend a few more hours in this delightful area 
  of Devon. 

 

About the centre 
Located on the southern tip of the Devon coast, the Centre is surrounded by the 200 hectare Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve. 
Owned by the Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust and managed by the Centre, the Ley is the largest freshwater lake in the south 
west and is extensively used in the courses at Slapton. The surrounding coastline and nearby Dartmoor National Park provides 
unrivalled opportunities for field courses. 

 

 
 

About the tutor 
Professor David L. Hawksworth CBE is currently a research professor in the Universidad Complutense de Madrid and a Scientific 
Associate in The Natural History Museum in London. The last Director of the former International Mycological Institute, he has wide 
interests in the systematics and diversity of lichenized and non-lichenized fungi, and is well-known for his work linking lichen 
assemblages to sulphur dioxide levels in the 1970s. He has served as President of both the British Lichen and Mycological Societies, 
amongst other roles, and has published extensively. He has had a special relationship with Slapton extending back 40 years, so is 
familiar with many aspects of the region where the course is being held. 
                                                                                                                                   

Course fees 
 Sole occupancy Room:  £350 

 Shared accommodation:  £310 

 Non-resident:   £245 
 

What is included within the fee? 
 Up to 10 hours of tuition a day 

 Full board accommodation including a cooked breakfast, picnic lunch, home made cakes and an evening meal. Vegetarian and 
other dietary options are available 

 Tea and coffee making facilities available throughout the day 

 Use of resources including library, workrooms, studios and the Centre grounds 

 Centre organised transport during the course (other than boat trips) and most admission fees 
Non-resident course fees include all of the above except breakfast and accommodation. 

http://www.slnnr.org.uk/
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What to bring 
 Casual and warm clothing. 

 Waterproof clothing and stout walking boots 

 Sunglasses, sun hat, and sun lotion 

 Small haversack 

 Lunch box and flask 

 Hand lens (x10 or x15) 

 Sheath knife or locking folding knife 

 Geological hammer and cold chisel (1-2 cm) 

 Notebook and pencil 

 Paper envelopes (e.g. A5) for making field collections 

 Acid-free A4 paper for making specimen packets 

 Microscope (ideally to x 1000 with a measuring graticule) if you have one 

 Smith et al. (2009) Lichens of Great Britain and Ireland (British Lichen Society) if you can as centre copies will be much in 
demand 

 Specimens, especially of lichenicolous fungi, you need help in identifying 
 

Start and finish times 
Resident visitors are requested to arrive on Monday 23

rd 
August at the office reception for registration before 5.30pm. After this 

time self-directed arrival information will be posted on the front door. There will be an introductory talk with the Head of Centre at 
6.00 pm. Supper will be between 6.30pm and 7.30pm. Breakfast will be from 7.30am.  The course will end with the Thursday 
evening session on 26

th
 August with departure after breakfast on Friday 27

th
. 

 
Transport will be available to pick up from Totnes station at 2.15pm and 4.00pm.  A return journey will be available at 9am or 4pm 
on day of departure. The total cost of this is £15 per participant. 
 

Directions to the centre 
The Field Centre is located between Kingsbridge, Dartmouth and Totnes and is about 20 minutes from each. 

 Totnes Station is on the South West Main Line. 

 Under 3 hours direct to London Paddington. 

 Under 3 hours direct to Birmingham New Street. 

 A pick up from the train station can be arranged, please contact the Centre for more details.  
 

 
 

Booking procedure 
Provisional bookings can be made by telephoning the centre or by completing the online form on the FSC website: www.field-
studies-council.org 
 
You will then be asked to complete a booking form, located within the relevant brochure or available to print off from the FSC 
website. 
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