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 KS2 Options 
 
 

Please visit  
http://www.field -studies-council.org/rhydycreuau/    

for alternative KS2, KS3, GCSE and A-level options, including 
Adventurous Activities and student and teacher resources 

KS2: Learning     

Outside the Classroom 
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At Rhyd-y-creuau we aim to provide courses which meet your specific requirements and the individual needs of your 
students. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to discuss how we can tailor a course for you. Our 
most popular KS2 sessions are outlined here. All have comprehensive risk assessments, available on our website, and 
are linked to the National Curriculum; ensuring studentsΩ learning in the outdoor classroom is safe, exciting and fun. 

Modules Notes 
Possible 
Half Day 

 

Habitat Comparisons 
 

Students will explore the freshwater streams and ponds around 
the Centre, catching and identifying the mini-beasts living here, 
using simple keys. We will then compare these habitats with a 
woodland ecosystem. Students will consider how different 
organisms are adapted to the environment in which they live. 
Games and discussion are used to help students understand the 
interdependence between different organisms, and how energy 
flows through an ecosystem. 
 

National Curriculum Links: 
Science (particularly Unit 6A, 
Interdependence and Adaptations), 
Geography and Numeracy 
 
Field site(s): 
Coed Hafod Woodland next to the 
Centre (no transport needed) 
 

 
Yes 

either the 
woodland 
or stream 

can be 
explored 
in a half 
day unit 

 

Contrasting Localities  
 

Students complete questionnaires, land use surveys, traffic counts 
and carry out bi-polar surveys assessing the quality of the 
environment to help them to understand the main physical and 
human characteristics of the place. They will also complete a field 
sketch and consider how the place has developed over time.  
Students will consider how people are impacting on the 
environment and relate this to a piece of creative writing. 
 

National Curriculum Links to: 
Geography (particularly Unit 13, A 
Contrasting UK locality) and 
Numeracy and Literacy 
 
Field site(s): 
Llandudno (transport needed) or  
Betws-y-Coed (no transport needed) 
 

Yes if 
doing the 
Betws-y-

coed 
study  

 

Investigating Rivers 
 

Students will get in the upper River Conwy, to measure its width, 
speed and depth. Visiting different sites of the river, the group will 
see how a river grows as it moves towards the sea. 
 

As well as developing map skills, students will also see a V-shaped 
valley and meander. We will draw field sketches at these and 
explain how these landforms were created by the River Conwy. 
When we return from the field we will calculate how much water 
was flowing past our measurement sites, and decide whether the 
discharge of the river increases with distance downstream. 
 

Links to: 
Geography (particularly Unit 14, 
Investigating Rivers) and Numeracy 
 

Field site(s): River Conwy and the 
option of visiting Conwy waterfall 
(£1 per person entry fee) (transport 
needed) 
 

Yes if you 
would 

just like 
to visit a 
meander 

site 

 

Mountain Environments 
 

A chance for students to visit the mountains Snowdonia is famous 
for. We prepare and plan a trip into Cwm Idwal National Nature 
Reserve in the centre of the National Park. Creative writing is used 
to explore how ice and people have sculpted this landscape. 
 

We will measure the micro climate, recording how the weather 
changes as we travel up into the mountains and visit the local 
farmer who will answer any questions about life as an organic 
upland sheep farmer. (There is a £20 cost for the farm talk.)  

Links to: 
Geography (particularly Unit 15, 
Mountain Environments), Literacy  
and Numeracy 
 
 
Field site(s): Cwm Idwal (transport 
needed) 
 

Yes either 
the 

meeting 
with the 
farmer or 
a trip up 

the 
mountain 
is possible 
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Adventurous Activities 
 

The Centre is AALA licensed and runs activities to develop team building and personal 
skills as well as give students a different view of Snowdonia and its unique environments. 
 

 Climbing & Abseiling sessions at the local crag above the Centre (half day challenge). 
 

 Gorge scrambling where students experience the power of water by journeying up a series of rapids and 
waterfalls on a local mountain stream (half day challenge). 

 

 Mountain Walk where we can climb a local Welsh mountain (such as Snowdon or Siabod, weather permitting). 
This is a full day challenge, or we can climb the hill behind the Centre to get views across the National Park in 
half a day. (This second option requires no transport.) 

 

 Low ropes course adjacent to the Centre, a range of challenging obstacles are designed to develop 
communication and teamwork skills. Visits to the high ropes course next to the Centre can also be organised. 

 

 
 

John Muir Award 
We can also integrate the John Muir Award into 5 day courses, where students complete the four parts of the award 
(discovery, exploration, sharing and conservation) in the environments of Snowdonia. 

Modules Notes 
Possible 
Half Day 

 

Investigating Coasts 
 

Students begin the day by asking geographical questions. We then 
visit the small coastal resort of Criccieth to understand how the 
sea shapes the land and how people defend the coastline. The 
group will see a number of coastal defences and consider how 
sustainable they are, as well as walking over a headland with cliffs, 
caves and stumps. We will also measure pebbles on the beach to 
see if there is any evidence of longshore drift. 
 

Links to: 
Geography (particularly Unit 23, 
Investigating Coasts) and Numeracy 
 
Field site(s): Criccieth, on the West 
coast of Wales (transport needed) 
 

 

Content of other Evening/ Part Day  Sessions Notes 
 

Earth/Night Walk 
 

Students undertake a number of earth walk activities, experiencing the woodland from different 
perspectives and using all their senses. Activities include blind fold walks and sound mapping. 
 

Location: Coed 
Hafod, woodland 
next to the Centre 

 

Orienteering 
 

A good way to use up energy and help a group sleep well on their first night! Students complete 
an orienteering course set up around the Centre grounds using a map and developing map skills. 
 

Location: On 
Centre grounds 

 

Team Building 
 

A number of team building challenges set up around the Centre. Students rotate around the 
tasks, such as a spiders web, ski challenge and swamp crossing developing their ability to work 
effectively in a group. 
 

Location: On 
Centre grounds 

 

Thermal experiment and Small Mammals 
 

We begin by trying to work out what would make good insulation for small mammal homes. This 
information is then used to prepare traps to catch small mammals living in the woodland. Then 
next morning see what has been humanely caught, then release the mice and voles. 
 

Location: 
Woodland on 
Centre grounds 

 

Campfire 
 

A great way to review and end a course, with everyone huddled around a fire singing songs and 
remembering their favourite achievements from the trip. 
 

Location: Bonfire 
area at Centre 




