
   
 

 Lessons from Nature:  
learning outside the classroom and sustainable development 

 

EU Transversal Study Visit 
24th to 30th October 2010 

 
What can nature teach us about sustainability? 

How can learning outside the classroom motivate and improve learning? 
 

   
 
There is no doubt that we live in an unsustainable world and the current approaches to addressing 
sustainability are having little impact. We need new ways of thinking that can help bring about a 
sustainable world. 
 
Lessons from Nature will explore why nature is inherently sustainable and how, using nature’s rules, 
we can create exciting educational programmes to inspire changes that are about ‘more and better’ 
rather than ‘less and worse.’ 
 
The Study Visit will use learning outside the classroom as a key starting point.  Research and 
experience has shown that approaches based on first-hand experience in the natural environment 
not only motivate learning and improve attainment but also provide ideal jumping off points to 
investigate wider issues.   Field trips will be augmented with visits to education projects and 
workshops. 
 
The Study visit is suitable for teachers and educators with a passion for learning about the natural 
world. 
 
The Study Visit will take place at Malham Tarn Field Centre, located in the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. This is not only a beautiful part of England, but also a key hub for outdoor learning and 
education for sustainable development. The visit is organised by the Field Studies Council, one of 
Europe’s oldest and leading organisations promoting learning through the outdoor classroom having 
been established in 1943 and providing learning experiences to over 100,000 young people each 
year through its network of 17 education centres. 
 
How to Apply 
Funding is available from the EU to cover the full costs of your participation!  The cost of the course 
is €800. This includes your food, accommodation and travel on during the course, it does not include 
travel to and from the course venue. Please contact your National Agency and they will inform you 
of how much grant is available for the visit and your travel. 



   
 
 
A list of national agencies is attached or from the CEDEFOP website 
(http://studyvisits.cedefop.europa.eu)  
 
The deadline to apply for a Study Visit is 31 March 2010. Here are a few important points: 

 A Catalogue of Visits will be available on the link above at the beginning of February.  You 
will be able to search under Field Studies Council or the name of the visit to find details. 

 To apply complete a straightforward application form using the online system. You then 
need to print out the form, sign it, get it endorsed by your employer and posted to the 
address on the website before the deadline. 

 The online application system will be open the beginning of February – please do keep 
checking the site for information. 

Please inform the Field Studies Council (janet@field-studies-council.org) if you require support in 
applying for funding or have any questions.  
 
Travel information – our centre is easily accessible via Manchester airports. FSC will provide full 
travel details on request and will arrange for transfers to the FSC Centre.  
 
About the Field Studies Council and our centre.  
 
To find out more about the FSC please visit www.field-studies-council.org . 
 
To find out more about our centre in Yorkshire and the course venue please visit www.field-studies-
council.org/malhamtarn/. 
 
If you need to get in touch with us: 
 

Janet Jones 
Field Studies Council 
Preston Montford  
Shrewsbury  SY4 1HW 
Tel:  +44 1743 852126 
Email: global@field-studies-council.org 

 
  

http://studyvisits.cedefop.europa.eu/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/malhamtarn/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/malhamtarn/


   
 
Draft Programme 
 

DAY & DATE  TIME ACTIVITY and LOCATION 

Sunday  
24th October 

 
 
19.30 

Arrival of participants. 
 
Welcome dinner. 

Monday  
Day 1 
25th October 
 
 
 
 
 

09.30-
12.30 
 
 
 
 
 
14.30-
17.30 
 
 
 
18.00 
 
19.30 

An overview of Learning Outside the Classroom and opportunities for 
Sustainable Development – why is it so important? – a senior member of 
FSC staff and the government’s LOtC panel will make the case for more 
and better learning 
Tony Thomas – Vice President of the FSC and leading member of the 
Government’s Outdoor Council 
 
Lessons from Nature – why is nature so important in guiding a sustainable 
future? We shall explore how nature can provide the framework for a 
sustainable future and the role of education in communicating it.  
Craig Johnson – Yorkshire & Humberside ESD Manager 
 
Discussion of the day and report writing 
 
Presentations on Learning Outside the Classroom & Sustainable 
Development best practise from participants - sessions will take place 
each evening.   

Tuesday  
Day 2 
26th October 
 
 
 
 
 

09.30-
16.30 
 
 
 
 
 
18.00 

Field work and sustainable development – a full day spent outside in the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park exploring a wide range of activities that link 
practical field work with learning about broader sustainable development 
issues. This will include investigations into biodiversity and climate change, 
and local food and the economy 
Led by Adrian Pickles, Head of Malham Tarn Field Centre 
 
Discussion of the day and report writing 

Wednesday  
Day 3 
27th October 
 
 
 
 
 

09.30-
16.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.00 

Able Project – a visit to a successful company that has not only been 
inspired by the ‘lessons from nature’ approach but also runs an outdoor 
education programme.  
 
This will be a full day visit with trips to local schools that have experienced 
the Able Project to see how they have translated it into their school 
curriculums. 
 
Discussion of the day and report writing 

Thursday  
Day 4 
28th October 
 
 
 
 

09.30 – 
12.30 
 
 
 
 
13.00 – 

From Theory into Practice – drawing on the results of the FSC’s recent 
project with schools in north London called ‘Lessons from Nature’ we will 
explore how this approach can be effectively integrated into the school 
curriculum and deliver a broad range of key learning outcomes. 
Led by Steve Bunce, Head of Epping Forest Field Centre 
 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Education Service – a mixture of visits to a 



   
 

DAY & DATE  TIME ACTIVITY and LOCATION 

 16.00 
 
 
 
 
18.00 

local school and talks with the education service staff exploring how 
through education the park aims to both conserve biodiversity and 
connect to learner’s daily lives. 
Led by National Park Education Staff  
 
Discussion of the day and report writing 

Friday  
Day 5 
29th October 
 
 
 
 
 

09.30 – 
12.30 
 
 
 
 
 
14.00 – 
16.00 
 
19.00 

Biodiversity Education and Sustainable Futures – real ones please!    
Through a series of presentations and workshop activities - we will spend 
the morning challenging our approaches to biodiversity education arguing 
that our knowledge focused ‘love the wonders of nature’ approach will 
never be successful. 
Richard Dawson – FSC Project Manager 
 
Course review and report writing 
Richard Dawson & Adrian Pickles 
 
Farewell Dinner 

Saturday  
30th October 

 Departure after breakfast 

 
 
 
 


