AS Edexcel Geography
Geographical Investigations, 3days

Fieldwork is compulsory in Edexcel AS Unit 2 (Geographical Investigations). This unit is assessed
in a 1 hour exam with two sections. Students answer one physical question from Section A and
one human question from Section B. Each question will include the assessment of investigation
and evaluation skills.

Physical topics: EITHER Extreme Weather OR Crowded Coasts
Human topics: EITHER Unequal Spaces OR Rebranding Places

This programme will deliver one of the above topics needed for the Unit 2 exam.

FSC programmes are fixed length courses with clearly stated outcomes and links to
National Curriculum requirements.

BRINGING
ENVIRONMENTAL
UNDERSTANDING TO ALL

Please visit
http://www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorclassroom/geography/aga

for alternative geography fieldwork programmes covering AS / A level Edexcel geography fieldwork



http://www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorclassroom/geography/aqa/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorclassroom/geography_fieldwork.aspx
http://www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorclassroom/geography/edexcel/

AS Edexcel Geography

Geographical Investigations, 3days

PROGRAMME LENGTH
3 Days (2 nights with 6 teaching sessions)
Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / .
Wednesday Thursday Friday Friday Saturday sunday
Arllrjlxtzhfor Morning, Morning OR A:S::Jm Morning, Morning
’ afternoon and session. ’ afternoon and session.
Afternoon and . Afternoon and .
. evening Depart after i evening Depart after
evening . evening .
. sessions Lunch . sessions Lunch
sessions sessions
PROGRAMME CONTENT

CHOOSE ONE TOPIC FROM THE FOUR LISTED BELOW

Crowded Coasts

One day will be spent exploring a coastline vulnerable to erosion and/or flooding. Students will assess the
effectiveness of a variety of coastal defences, evaluating both soft and hard engineering approaches to coastal
management. Students will also undertake an investigation into beach dynamics and their interaction with
local coastal management strategies.

The second unit covered will focus on the management of a coastal area, where visitor pressure will be
assessed in a variety of ways and evaluations of management strategies to reduce visitor impact will also be
undertaken. Students will investigate how a coastal area is attempting to meet the challenges of the 21°*
Century with changing visitor patterns and increasing competition from exotic locations.

Extreme Weather

Throughout student’s visit to the centre individuals will create a weather diary using a variety of qualitative
and quantities ways to assess the weather. Students will also use a mixture of primary data and long term
secondary data sets to help identify extreme weather events which have occurred in the area and how these
related to weather systems and fronts tracking over the UK.

The relationship between landuse and flood risk will be investigated through infiltration and interception
experiments and students will model a storm event using storm simulator plots. This understanding of the
hydrological cycle will then be applied to a flooding case-study. Students will research the flood risk, flooding
impacts and flood defence management of a local site.

Unequal Spaces
Students will compare a number of residential areas of an urban settlement, using a variety of sources of data
including census data and observations of environmental and housing quality

to identify spaces where deprivation is prevalent. Students will then look at bl L e
possible ways to regenerate an area and assess the effectiveness of current {;@: '
regeneration projects. ‘.-L:f,; . Q
A rural study into the inequalities of the local area will include research into Leaming Ouesice the Cessoom | 2010
access to services and how groups within society are excluded due to factors - )

. i . . External Recognition of Quality
such as income, age and health. Local schemes to tackle this exclusion will be All our centres have either been awarded
researched and students will gain an understanding of how inequality studies, the Quality Badge by The Council for
using a mixture of qualitative and quantitative techniques, can be undertaken Learning Outside the Classroom, or are

. A awaiting assessment. The badge is
inarural Settmg' awarded to organisations that have
demonstrated that they consistently
deliver high quality teaching and learning
experiences and manage risk effectively.
This means that you will have to complete

less paperwork when visiting our centres
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Rebranding Places

Students will visit a number of contrasting areas within an urban settlement and assess which area is most in
needofunder going a rebranding process (where a dif
least one rebranding scheme will be visited by students who will identify strategies that have been employed

to rebrand the site and assess the effectiveness of this rebranding process. This will be supported by research

web resources.

The rapid changes transforming the fabric of the contemporary UK countryside will form the backdrop for the
second study. The move away from primary industries towards diversification and using the rural landscape as

a commodity wil/ be explored by students as the\
(for example B&Bs, tourist honey-pots and farm shops). Students will assess the success of these changes and
consider how the area may change in the future.

LEARNING OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES

Crowded Coasts

Learning Objectives Learning Outcomes

9 Outline the growth of tourism in a | All students will:
coastal environment (including Describe the development of tourism at a UK coastal site.
physical and economic factors). List advantages & disadvantages of this development.

9 Evaluate the impact of tourism on Map zones where tourism is focused and restricted.
the area (including economic Be aware of different stakeholders along the coast.
benefits and environmental Measure beach dimensions to compare with historic data.
costs). Use bi-polar analysis to assess coastal defences.

1 Understand how zoning can be Use a GIS resource during the enquiry process.
used to manage coastal ost students will:
development. Give reasons for the development of tourism at a coastal site (referring to cultural,

1 Be aware of the differing economic and physical factors).

S|

stakeholder views on a coastal T Document positive and negative impacts of tourism.
development. 9 Explain how zoning has been used to manage tourism.
1 Assess the impact and risk of I Suggest ways to find out stakeholder views at the coast, and outline some of the
coastal flooding and/or erosion. views.
{I Evaluate different coastal I Using research to explain how the coastline has changed.
defenc.es and management 9 Carry out a cost/benefit analysis of coastal defences.
strategies. T Outline strengths and weaknesses of the GIS used.
{ Outline how a coastline can be Some students will:
managed sustainably, with the I Use research material to suggest how a coastal tourism site has developed and may

threat of sea level rise.
Research skills: T
Utilise ICT resources. T
Be able to plan a coastal enquiry.
Justify fieldwork techniques used. 1
Describe fieldwork results and
relate these to an evaluation of 1
management of a coastal
environment.

change.

Justify the fieldwork techniques used to assess positive & negative impacts of tourism.
Evaluate the success of zoning to manage tourism, suggesting where it has worked
well and areas where issues remain.

Use research evidence on how the coast has changed to predict how it may possibly
change in the future and the impact this will have on people.

Suggest which coastal defence scheme studied is the most effective, using research to
justify this answer.

f
f
f
f
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Extreme Weather
Learning Objectives

il

Understand how meteorological
conditions (e.g. air masses,
pressure systems) can influence
weather conditions.

Develop the skills necessary to
complete a personal weather
diary.

Understand how part of a river
catchment can suffer increased
flood risk due to meteorological
causes, physical characteristics
and changing land use.
Investigate the impacts of
extreme weather created by the
additional hazard of localised river
flooding.

Critically evaluate a variety of
flood defence and management
strategies.

Research skills:

f
f

f

Utilise ICT resources.

Plan an investigation into an
extreme weather event.

Justify data collection techniques
used.

Describe fieldwork results and
relate these to an evaluation of
flood management.

AS Edexcel Geography

Geographical Investigations, 3days

Learning Outcomes

All students will:

I Describe the meteorological conditions shown on a synoptic chart.

91 Devise an appropriate format for recording weather conditions in a personalised
weather diary.

i Use a range of fieldwork equipment and qualitative techniques to record weather
conditions in a local environment.

9 Carry out storm simulation experiments to investigate the link between flood risk and
river catchment characteristics (e.g. vegetation cover, land use change).

i Use primary data to produce a map of land uses and properties at risk from a 1 in 100

year flood event.

Determine flood risk scores for key areas within a river catchment.

Suggest ways to investigate the impacts of a flood event and list basic examples.
Use a bi-polar analysis to assess various flood alleviation options.

Use a minimum of one GIS resource during the enquiry processes.

ost students will:

Identify the weather patterns that may arise from meteorological conditions shown on
a synoptic chart.
Use natural indicators to investigate weather conditions and potential climate change.

Justify the fieldwork techniques chosen to record weather conditions.

I Critically evaluate the techniques used to record weather conditions and comment on
the accuracy and reliability of data collected.

I Use data collected during storm simulation experiments to describe and explain how a
river catchment can suffer increased flood risks (resulting from land use change and
physical characteristics).

I Use evidence gathered to explain how human activity may result in modified flood
risk.

I Use primary and secondary data sources to identify a range of impacts of a flood

event.

Carry out a cost-benefit analysis of various flood alleviation options.

Outline strengths and weaknesses of the GIS resource used during the enquiry

process.

Some students will:

I Explain how the meteorological conditions shown on a synoptic chart may lead to
particular weather conditions.

9 Relate observations of weather conditions to the underlying meteorological
conditions.

9 Predict how the weather conditions observed are likely to change in the short-term
and justify this prediction (with reference to primary and secondary data collected).

T Use evidence from storm simulation experiments to explain how the response of a

river catchment may vary in relation to changing meteorological conditions (e.g.

changing precipitation duration and intensity).

Suggest how flood risk scores may change in the future.

Devise appropriate categories in order to summarise and assess the impacts of a flood

event (e.g. by type and/or duration of impact).

I Suggest which flood alleviation option is the most appropriate for a given context and
justify this decision.
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Rebranding Places

Learning Objectives

9 Understand why re-imaging and
rebranding may be necessary.

9 Be able to identify areas in need
of rebranding, and outline some
of the characteristics of the area
which make this necessary.

i Develop knowledge of strategies
which can be used to rebrand
rural and urban areas.

| Consider the effectiveness of
strategies used to rebrand an
area.

9 Develop the skills and techniques
necessary to plan and carry out
research on the rebranding of
places.

Learning Outcomes
All students will:

il

= =

f

techni
pl ace

dwor k

Use a range of fiel
rebranding (e.g. oral historiesofd e c | i n e,
panoramas, environmental /residential quality surveys).

Give reasons why an area is in need of re-imaging and rebranding (including social,
environmental and economic consequences of decline).

Identify strategies which have been used to rebrand one rural area (contexts for these
will include one or more of the following: rebranding farming, rural heritage, food
towns, landscape improvement, arts, media schemes).

Define the term rebranding and relate this to a place where you have undertaken
fieldwork.

Identify rebranding strategies which have been used in an urban area.

Undertake fieldwork and research evaluating the success of re-imaging and rebranding
in one rural and one urban area (this could include analysis of survey perceptions of an
area, interviews, past and present photos and video clips, retail diversity, changes in
employment and deprivation levels).

Use GIS resources to help understand how a place has been rebranded.

gues
check’

Most students will:

f

f

il

Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the fieldwork techniques used to create a
“profil e’ of an area in need of rebr
Coll ect additional secondary data to

(including census data).

Carry out document analysis establishing ways the text(s) is/are rebranding an area
and identify the image(s) being sold of a place (documents available will include
analysis of websites, tourist leaflets, images).

Outline different images people have of an area, and suggest reasons for these
different perceptions and experiences of the place(s).

Some students will:

il

il

Carry out research to identify the impact which certain stakeholders have had on the
rebranding process, such as on a flagship scheme or community projects.

Use ICT based research (e.g. geography, YouTube, Flicker) to help identify a place in
need of rebranding.

Suggest additional strategies which may be used to assist in the re-imaging and
rebranding of an area, referring to a specific environment studied.

High Quality teaching

The teacher delivering the content plays a
vital role in ensuring successful learning
outcomes are achieved.

This is why every FSC Centre has taken
great care in developing a qualified team of
highly trained and CRB checked field
teachers working full time, all year round.

Not only are they experts, they are gifted
teachers with a real passion for the subject
being taught. FSC field teachers are the
reason why many schools return year after
year.

FSC
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Unequal Spaces
Learning Objectives

il

Contrast areas of inequality in
urban and rural environments,
consider how these environments
differ.

Consider the processes which lead
to uneven levels of environmental
quality, social opportunity wealth
and quality of life.

Consider how economic and social
exclusion can occur due to
unequal access to services.

Gain an understanding of some of
the different marginalized groups
within society.

Gain case study knowledge of
serious social, economic and
environmental problems creating
rural and urban inequality which
need to be overcome.

Research skills:

f
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Carryout fieldwork to explore
patterns of spatial inequality.
Utilise ICT resources.

Be able to plan an enquiry into
unequal spaces in a rural and/or
an urban environment.

Justify fieldwork techniques used.
Describe fieldwork results and
relate these to an evaluation of
management of unequal spaces
and regeneration schemes.

AS Edexcel Geography

Geographical Investigations, 3days

Learning Outcomes
All students will:

1

=a =4 -8 =4 =4

Carry out an investigation in an urban environment and rural environment to assess
the spatial pattern of inequality.

Carry out an assessment of the environmental quality in different areas.

Use census data along with primary data collected in the field.

Use data to assess what it is like for different groups to live in an area.

Identify issues in accessing services in a rural and/or urban environment.

Define social, economic and environmental inequality.

Most students will:

f
f

f
f

f

Use primary and secondary resources to evaluate the success of a regeneration
scheme.

Use different techniques to assess the environmental, social and economic deprivation
in an area.

Use GIS resources to help map levels of inequality.

Explain the advantages and disadvantages of different fieldwork techniques used to
assess spatial inequalities.

Suggest links between economic, social and environmental inequality.

Some students will:

il

il

Suggest ways inequalities could be reduced in an area (referring to a particular
environment studied and fieldwork undertaken).

Evaluate the effectiveness of different qualitative and quantitative fieldwork to
understand special inequalities.

Protecting fieldwork opportunities for
everybody

Growing pressures on outdoor learning has
led the FSC to take on an important role;
championing the rights and opportunities
for people of all ages to experience the
environment at first hand.

The FSC has lead in campaigns to reverse
the continuing decline in fieldwork within

secondary schools and to  build
opportunities for out-of-classroom
learning.

As a registered charity, the FSC receives no
statutory funding. It relies solely on fees
charged for courses and membership.
Therefore, by visiting an FSC Centre not
only are you receiving a high quality
educational experience for your students,
you are also you are helping to protect
fieldwork opportunities for everybody.

FSC
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FSC CENTRES

This programme is offered at all of our residential centres, set in some of the most stunning locations in the
UK. Programme content may vary depending on the geographical location of each centre, as shown in the
chart below:

Choose one topic

Extreme
weather
Crowded
Coasts
Rebranding
Places
Unequal
Spaces

Blencathra

Tel: 01768 779 601
Castle Head

Tel: 0845 330 7364
Dale Fort

Tel: 0845 330 7365
Derrygonnelly
Tel: 028 686 41673
Flatford Mill

Tel: 0845 330 7368
Juniper Hall

Tel: 0845 458 3507
Kindrogan

Tel: 01250 870 150
Malham Tarn

Tel: 01729 830 331
Nettlecombe

Tel: 01984 640 320
Orielton P
Tel: 0845 330 7372
Preston Montford
Tel: 0845 330 7378
Rhyd-y-creuau

Tel: 01690 710 494 P P
Slapton Ley P
Tel: 01548 580 466

o
-
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TO BOOK THIS PROGRAMMIE, SIMPLY:

1. Choose the time of the year you would
like to attend

2. Pick the centre/centres of interest

3. Check availability online or contact head
office using the details at the bottom of the
page or contact the centre of your choice

*Please note to book this programme the minimum size
of your group must be 12 students and 1 member of staff

<
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Please visit
http://www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorclassroom/geography/edexcel/
for alternative geography fieldwork programmes covering AS / A level Edexcel geography fieldwork

¢KS C{/ LINARSa AGaStTFT 2y 0SAY Imettiyddrtedad feqhitemential & 2 ¢
course specifically tailored to meet your needs can be developed. To discuss this, contact the centre of your
choice. Fees will depend on what time of year you would like to visit and your length of stay but will be

more expensive than FSC programmes at peak periods.
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PROGRAMMIE PRICES
Prices from 2010
3 day timetable
Prices from 2011
3 day timetable

Band A: £103 BandB:£117 Band C:£124 BandD:£138

Band A: £99 BandB:£112 BandC:£127 Band D: £145 Band E: £152

Week Beginning Band | Week Beginning Band | Week Beginning Band
January 3 2011 A June 13 2011 D November 21 2011 B
January 10 2011 June 20 2011 November 28 2011 B
January 17 2011 June 27 2011 December 05 2011 A
January 24 2011 July 4 2011 December 12 2011 A
January 31 2011 July 11 2011 December 19 2011 A
February 7 2011 July 18 2011

February 14 2011 July 25 2011

February 212011 August 1 2011

February 28 2011
March 7 2011
March 14 2011
March 212011

August 8 2011

August 15 2011
August 22 2011
August 29 2011

March 28 2011 September 05 2011
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April 4 2011 September 12 2011
April 11 2011 September 19 2011
April 18 2011 September 26 2011
April 25 2011 October 03 2011
May 2 2011 October 10 2011
May 9 2011 October 17 2011
May 16 2011 October 24 2011
May 23 2011 October 31 2011
May 30 2011 November 07 2011
June 6 2011 November 14 2011

Included within the programme price:

U Expert tuition by fully trained staff

Rigorous and proven health and safety procedures including 24 hour emergency cover
Access to risk assessments

Full board (residential visits)

Specialist equipment and exclusive access to specially developed resources

Free places for visiting staff

E-mail support before and after the course (on request)

U Personal and travel insurance

[t e et e e

Please remember travel to the field centre and to fieldwork sites is not included in the programme fee.

FSC offers a number of programmes covering geography field trips, geography fieldwork, GCSE geography controlled
assessment, AS / A level geography fieldwork as well as science field trips and biology fieldwork. Please visit our website
for further information.
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