FSC

News From.... e

UNDERSTANDING TO ALL

Malham Tarn Field Centre

Even without major events Malham Tarn is a very busy place as we contribute to fulfilling How does Science
the FSC mission of “Bringing Environmental Understanding to All”. This is a Work?
never ending task with a whole world of people to reach out to! Major areas of activity After trial day visits over
are described in this newsletter. Some other highlights for the year included: the last two last years for
¢  Working directly with a record number of people in 2008 KS 4 Science, this year
e Seeing the community groups and schools outreach project called ‘Learning in we hosted residential
Limestone Country’ come to a successful conclusion after a three year partnership courses for GSCE
with the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust Park and Natural England Scientists. Using a study
e  Working with trainee teachers on PGCE courses and placements of the local ecology as a
e Hosting visits from Lesotho teachers for the University of Durham School of way to consider how
Education scientists really do work,
¢  Contributing to a European Union course on Education for Sustainable Development why language matters,
how sure can we be
The Centre has been doing a similar variety of things since 1947 - you never know what about what we know,
will happen next except that we will continue trying to help people learn about this how to test ideas and
special area and themselves. using lego as a modelling
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Adrian Pickles medium.

Keystage 2 & 3 courses and the WALLED GARDEN

A real success in this year of Food and Farming is
located in a field behind High Stables. After many
years of lying dormant, the walled garden that once
provided fruit and vegetables to Tarn House is
being redeveloped.

This initiative from the Tutor Team provides
practical tasks for students on John Muir, Eco-
challenge and Food and Farming courses. Visiting
students have cleared plants pruned trees and laid
paths, following initial work by The National Trust
Food and Farming Officer, Estate Warden and
volunteers who laid a footpath framework,
removed dangerous trees and repaired walls.

One particular highlight was a KS 3 group from Ashdon school who worked on the garden, visited a farm and then
made and ate their own beef-burgers using beef from a farm they could see from the garden.

Next year other students will be able to continue this work and we expect to extend this so students can develop a
wildlife area, plant and harvest food as well as maintain the garden. There are lots of pictures and news about this on a
special open access FACEBOOK site called the Friends of Malham Tarn Walled Garden. Please have a look!

LEISURE LEARNING AND COURSES FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2008 saw another successful programme of 2009 sees a variety of new courses and tutors with interesting titles
courses for adults covering a wide range of including Earthworms and other Invertebrates; Aquatic
natural history, art and craft skills. New  Marcoinvetebrate Identification and Ecology; Wetlands: Plants &
courses on Dyeing, Lichens and Painting Flora  Processes; Sketch to Stitch; Classic Watercolour Painting Techniques
were well received and established favourites  and Picturing the Dales: developing your landscape vision in acrylics.
such as fly-fishing, moths, print making,

identification of grasses and watercolour  Full details of all our courses are now on the FSC website, another
painting were as successful as ever-thanks to  improvement to our service for 2009. Please do get in touch with the
our talented group of Associate Tutors, many  Centre if you would like a brochure or, better still, why not book onto
of whom live in the local area. a course and learn a new skill?




New GCE AS and A2 courses

It is three months since the new specifications
began to be taught and a month until the first
cohort of students can tackle the new AS
modules. After much planning and development
work at Malham and across the FSC our new and
revised courses have been put to the test.

As expected Geography courses changed first
with major revision at AS level. We have had
increased uptake of the courses from WJEC, OCR
and in particular for AQA. The new EDEXCEL
specification lead to the development of new
fieldwork activities to support all four AS
modules These have all been used successfully
and we have learned more about what schools

need for the future. Initial reaction from visiting staff and students
has been very positive as this comment from Teesdale School staff
demonstrates: “We are going away with lots of useful ideas/skills etc
that will directly help when it comes to the exam”.

The majority of our Biology courses are at A2 level and so change
has not had time to come through the system. The most obvious
changes to Biology are the changes to assessments and the
increased Ecological content of the specifications. ~We have
developed new courses that allow students to cover the wider
content and also deal with the bigger ecological issues such as
Biodiversity and Climate Change. All our courses are firmly based
on ideas about How Science Works and we have begun to look at the
ISA/PSA type assessments and how we can support teachers with
this aspect of their work.

ROOMS, CLASSROOMS, INVISIBLE CONNECTIONS

Maintenance is an ongoing challenge with vintage buildings such as Tarn
House, but work over the last few years has vastly improved the

accommodation at the Centre.

project of some sort.
en-suite bedrooms out of 29.

e In 2008 we have redeveloped North Wing to provide an all access foyer
and toilet area with better lighting and tuck shop space along with new

carpets in many rooms.

e  We have installed interactive whiteboards in all classrooms which our

tutors have enjoyed working with.

The re-development of High Stables was an
essential first stage in this, but each year since 2000 has seen a significant
As a result of this gradual process the Centre now has 21

Our participation in the Malham Moor Satellite Broadband network has kept
us in touch with the world-wide web and allows Wi-Fi access across the
Centre. This underground development involved laying a fibre-optic cable
from High Stables to Tarn House as well as using a solar and wind powered
relay station high on Malham Moor.
better connections to further enhance our capability.

In the 2009 we are hoping to get even

RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION

The proceedings from the 2007 Research Seminar have been published and are available from the Centre Office. They
can also be found on the FSC website www.field-studies-council.org/malham. The 2009 Seminar will be held over the
weekend of 27t — 29" November and will allow everyone involved to consider the new NNR. Anyone with an interest is
welcome to contribute or to attend.

Robin Sutton produced the Malham Tarn Weather and Wildlife book for 2007 using records from the Centre weather
Station and observations collated by Brian Shorrock. We have also published a number of leaflets which give a pocket
sized summary of records about a variety of topics. To date the titles are as follows...

Weather Birds Dragonflies & Hoverflies = Codes of Conduct for Collectors
Butterflies Moths Sedges, Rushes and allied species

We hope to continue this series as information becomes available. If you have any records that could be usefully shared
with the rest of the world please get in touch. All or these are available from the Centre.

The National Trust Volunteer team has continued to work on the Boardwalk. They have been replacing slippy oak
treads with ones made from a recycled sawdust-resin composite or a recycled plastic material ......
remained less slippery than the wooden variety.

so far these have
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