Field Studies
Council

Producing an annotated photograph in the local park

This qualitative method is used for recording observational data and is a valuable starting
point for fieldwork about a local environment. You will need to visit the area and either
take a photograph or make a field sketch, from an appropriate viewpoint. Annotate with
informative but concise notes relevant to your area of interest.

You could use this method to show your personal perceptions of the area, highlighting
the features you associate with different feelings or activities. Or you could use it as a
starting point for a specific enquiry, using the annotations to show positive or negative
features in the area for accessibility, safety, or habitats for biodiversity, for example.

Example
The photograph below is a view of Leechwell Garden, Totnes. The photograph has been

annotated to explain the social, economic and environmental benefits of this public
space.
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