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Climate Detectives Session Plan
(KS2 England and N Ireland, Progression Step 3 Wales and Second Level Scotland)
Purpose of the Session 
This session develops climate literacy and media literacy together, helping pupils understand climate change through real-world evidence while critically evaluating information such as fake news and clickbait. 
Learning Objectives 
· Understand what climate change is and what causes it 
· Evaluate whether media sources are reliable or biased 
· Identify ways to reduce carbon impact and take action locally 
Curriculum Links 
· Science: Living things, habitats and working scientifically 
· Geography: Climate change and fieldwork 
· English: Discussion, reasoning and evaluating information 
· Computing: Media literacy and digital awareness 
· Design & Technology: Sustainability and problem solving 
Organisation 
Split pupils into 5 groups. Provide each group with a school map, showing the location of each station and a recording booklet. Rotate every 20 minutes. 
Total session time approximately 2–2.5 hours. 
Session Structure 
Introduction (10–15 mins): Introduce Climate Detectives and CLUE framework. 
Stations (carousel): Climate Change, Media & Fake News, Clickbait and Bug Hunt, Carbon Footprint, Pollinator Survey, Microclimate Investigation. 
Plenary: Reflection and pledge activity. 
Outcomes 
Pupils will understand key climate concepts, evaluate information critically, link actions to environmental impact, and feel empowered to make a difference. 
Equipment
· Printed station resources
· A resource book​
· A pencil​
· Something to lean on ​
· Stopwatch (Station 4)​
· Thermometer (Station 5)


Session Guidance
	Activity
	Guidance

	Introduction
Slides 1-5
	· Introduce Climate Detectives theme
· Discuss where pupils get information from
· Teach CLUE framework:
· Comments
· Left out information
· Ulterior motive
· Evidence
· Explain activities

	Station 1 
Climate Change

	· Explore climate change and global warming topic by comparing differing views
· Explore misinformation 
· Apply CLUE to evaluate reliability 
· Interpret climate data (graphs) and create a team graph natural resource

	Station 2
Clickbait
	· Read the clickbait headlines and understand how they are used to draw the reader in
· Investigate minibeasts in an area of your school grounds
· Draw a minibeast they have found and create a catchy clickbait headline

	Station 3
Carbon Footprint
	· Calculate carbon impact of a mobile phone
· Identify biggest contributors to emissions
· Work out how many trees would be needed to absorb the carbon dioxide from everyone in the class having a mobile phone
· Suggest ways to reduce the school’s carbon footprint 

	Station 4	
Pollinator Survey
	· Understand the importance of pollinators and how climate change will impact them
· Investigate pollinators across areas of the school
· Please ensure the students know that the flowers don’t have to be in a pot, you can include weeds,  wild flowers, tree and hedge flowers etc.
· Collect and interpret data 
· Suggest ways the school could support pollinators

	Station 5
Microclimates
	· Understand how different surfaces impact the microclimate of an area- e.g. concrete hotter, grass cooler.
· Measure temperature (sun/shade, grass/concrete) 
· Identify patterns 
· Discuss heat and climate links

	Plenary
	· What did pupils discover at each station?
Key Questions
How can we tell if information is trustworthy?
What evidence helped you decide?
Pledge Activity
“I will avoid fake news by…”          “I will help the climate by…”
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